
easyHDR 

https://www.easyhdr.com/ 

 

Luminance HDR 

https://sourceforge.net/projects/qtpfsgui/ 
 
 

FDRTools 

http://www.fdrtools.com/downloads_e.php 
 
 

Picturenaut 3 

http://www.hdrlabs.com/picturenaut/ 
 
 

Photomatix 

https://www.hdrsoft.com/ 

Note:  The following presentation demonstrates how to use a free 
program, Fusion-HDR, that is no longer available. 
   

Here is a list of five free alternative HDR programs that are still available. 

https://www.easyhdr.com/
https://sourceforge.net/projects/qtpfsgui/
http://www.fdrtools.com/downloads_e.php
http://www.hdrlabs.com/picturenaut/
https://www.hdrsoft.com/


High-Dynamic-Range (HDR) is a technique used in 

photography to reproduce a greater dynamic range of luminosity than 
is possible with standard digital  photographic techniques.  The aim is 
to present a similar range of luminance to that of the human eye. Our 
eyes have a wider range of luminance that digital camera sensors.  Non-
HDR cameras take photographs with a limited exposure range, referred 
to as LDR, resulting in the loss of detail in bright or dark areas. 
HDR photographs are generally achieved by capturing multiple 
standard-exposure images, using exposure bracketing, and then later 
merging them into a single HDR image using  photo  software.   
 

However even single photos will gain detail by the proper use of HDR 
software.   
 

In order to see what HDR can do, here are several examples, first the 
original photo followed by the same photo that has been processed 
with free fusion-hdr software. 
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There are several HDR software programs on the 
market.  Fusion-hdr offers a totally free version and a 
$25 version with a few more perks and is available for 
Windows computers only.  I would recommend starting 
with the free version and see how you like it.  I won’t be 
giving detailed instructions on how to use it, but will 
give a few basics to get you started. 
 
The next screen shows you what the download page 
looks like at    http://fusion-hdr.com/ 
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http://fusion-hdr.com/ 





After you download and click on the Fusion icon, 
this is what the opening screen looks like. 



Click on the + icon and open a photo located on your computer. 



Next, click on the HDR icon 



The controls will appear on the left 



As a starting point, adjust the  
3 Detail controls to 20  and Color Saturation to 30 



Experiment with all the sliders and see how they affect the  
the photo.   



When you are ready to save your photo, 
click on the green process button 
it will take time to process the image 



Next, click on the green check mark 



Finally, click on the save button (floppy disk icon).  The new file 
will contain the original name followed by   _hdr_mode_1.jpg   


